
“Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your

Father which is in heaven.”
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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation.  The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program.  The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine.  The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended.  When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away.  Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse.  Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse.  Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible.  When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired.  References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework” section.  Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home.  The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion.  Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount

Rocky Mount, Virginia
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When someone speaks of “the
law,” what are they really talk-
ing about?  There is prevalent in
our society today the idea that
all of the Old Testament Law
has been “done away” and no
longer applies to us.  Some even
go so far as to claim that even
the Ten Commandments have
been abolished.  Are they right?
When they refer to the law, just
what does that mean?  Actually,
there are different types of law
and when mention is made of
the law in the Bible, ofttimes it
is referring to some, not all, of
those statutes and command-
ments that are considered to
compose the “law.”

There are four basic types of

law in the Bible.  The earliest
type would be the Moral Law,
the very mind set of God and in
existence for eternity with God.
The second type of law is the
Sanitary Law or the Clean Food
Law, although this type encom-
passes more than just food.
This type of law emerged with
Creation, defining those things
God considered clean or un-
clean, including animals, dis-
ease and actions that He knew
would occur in the future.
Thirdly there are the Sacrificial
Laws, coming into practice af-
ter the expulsion of Adam and
Eve from the Garden of Eden,
and later expanded into the
Priesthood Law after the Exo-
dus from Egypt.  The fourth
type of law is the Cultural Law,
developing with the growth of
Earth’s population and the ex-
pansion of man into the world.
The Moral Law is still very
much in effect today (Matthew
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5:18).  This is the type of law
Jesus was talking about when
He said that nothing would pass
from it. It represents the mind
set of God, who does not
change (Malachi 3:6). These
laws will never pass away, for
even in the Kingdom of
Heaven, although unlikely to
occur, such actions would be
wrong.  It will always be wrong
to murder, steal, lie or covet, or
to commit any act whatsoever
that violates God’s moral code
in any way.  To even suggest
that the Moral Laws are null and
void is to proclaim that the
Creator of the universe has
changed.  It just can’t happen.

The Ten Commandments sum-
marize the Moral Law, but there
are other actions covered by this
law not directly addressed by
them.  Let’s look at some exam-
ples.

Exodus 23:2-3, 6
This Moral Law forbids joining
a mob (multitude) engaged in
wrongful activity, whether a

lynch mob, a riot or a large
group of corporate thieves.
When giving testimony (speak
in a cause) do not let the judg-
ment of the majority dissuade
you from speaking the truth.
The status of an individual
(poor man) should not influence
your judgment, either for him
(verse 3) or against him (verse
6).

Exodus 23:4-5
Remember Jesus’ admonition to
love your enemy?  This is an
early example of that law.  This
law requires you to return the
displaced property of someone
who is not one of your favorite
people, and if you see them
struggling with something, you
should go help them.  Don’t
argue against it.  In His opinion
it is the thing to do and don’t
forget, the act will heap coals of
fire upon his head (Proverbs
25:21-22). Perhaps the chagrin
caused by your good act will
bring about a reconciliation and
you will have gained yourself a
friend (Matthew 18:15).
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Exodus 23:8
This verse is talking about brib-
ery.  Because such gifts can
sway judgment and cause un-
just treatment of a righteous
person, it is forbidden to give
anything to someone in order to
exact a favorable decision from
them.  A cause should be
judged on its own merits.

Exodus 23:9
It is wrong to deny justice to
someone simply because they
are foreign to your land.  We are
given a hint of the Golden Rule
here, being reminded that hav-
ing been strangers in Egypt, the
Israelites were well aware of
how it felt being oppressed by
the host culture.

Exodus 23:24
Here the First Commandment,
“to have no other gods,” is ex-
panded to instruct not only to
abhor worship of them, but to
remove all vestiges of them.
Just treatment of the stranger in
your land does not include ex-

posure of your nation to the risk
of God’s wrath by accommoda-
tion of their false gods.

Deuteronomy 12:8
The context of this verse is to
instruct the Israelites that once
they had crossed the Jordan
River and occupied the Prom-
ised land they were to worship
in the place where God would
choose, meaning Jerusalem, not
to worship just anywhere as
they had to do in the wilderness.
However, the principle carries
over to the present day, main-
taining the idea that Christians
(metaphorically in the Promised
Land) are obligated to conduct
themselves according to the
moral standards of God and not
to engage in the heathen prac-
tice today which is referred to as
situation ethics.  For the full
story of this principle, refer to
FURTHER STUDY at the end
of this lesson.

Deuteronomy 25:13-15
The Eighth Commandment for-
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bids stealing, taking the prop-
erty of someone else for your
own purpose.  Here the finer
details are discussed, instruct-
ing that stealing is not only the
physical appropriation of their
property but the extortion of
their wealth by selling them less
than they pay for.  The weights
were used on a balance scale,
and when a stack of grain was
sold for a pound and balanced
against a fourteen ounce weight
claimed to be a pound, the
buyer was cheated out of two
ounces of grain. Isn’t this steal-
ing?

Leviticus 20:13
Adultery is prohibited by the
Seventh Commandment, but
here again, the finer points are
covered.  Homosexuality is a
perversion of the nature of
God’s design, but that aside, it
is adultery and the death sen-
tence still holds for the unre-
pentant, although it will be
carried out much later than most
people suppose.

Deuteronomy 6:6-7

This is perhaps the most far
reaching Moral Law of all.
Without the passing on of moral
teaching to the next generation
the knowledge and observance
of it will fade away, leaving a
world populated with a race of
men who rob each other, cavort
with their neighbor’s wives, kill
for gain (or no reason at all)
and promote evil activities that
provide pleasure while con-
demning the righteous few for
their “backward and old-fash-
ioned” ways.  Sound familiar?

We are bombarded daily with
news about murder, rape, rob-
bery and kidnappings.  The eve-
ning news can be a depressing
experience.  Every incident re-
ported cites another violation of
God’s Moral Law.  We were
given these laws to live together
in a world of peace and serenity
but because of the violation of
them by those individuals who
are disdainful of such “religious
trivia,” our world is filled with
fear, hurt, and loss.  Our next
lesson will discuss the Sanitary
Law.
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1.  Can you think of any situation where the violation of a Moral
Law would be permissible? Romans 6:15
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

2.  What do you think has made the greatest contribution to
today’s attitude about honesty, ethics, and honor?
Romans 1:25; 1 Timothy 6:10
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

3.  How do you think the world would be changed if everyone
kept just one of the Ten Commandments? Micah 4:4
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Exodus 20:1-18 The delivery of the Ten Commandments.
Deuteronomy 12:1-14 God does not want to be worshiped in
the same manner as the heathen worship their gods.
Romans 3:31 Faith does not void the law, it establishes the law.
Titus 2:11-12 To deny ungodliness and live righteously re-
quires the guidelines of the law.
James 2:17-20, 26 To be effective, faith must be demonstrated
by works, which is, in effect, obedience to the law.
Revelation 22:12 Salvation is a gift of grace, but your reward

in the Kingdom of Heaven is determined according to your
work.
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