LESSON 41

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
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This series of lessons has been designed for private study or classroom
presentation. The purpose of this foreword is to explain certain conventions
utilized throughout the program. The overall concept is to begin with the basic
concepts necessary for the new convert to understand and progress toward
more complex doctrine. The lessons are numbered in order to maintain the
proper sequence of study.

When Scripture references are encountered in the text, various actions are
recommended. When in parenthetical bold (Genesis 1:1) the verse is to be
looked up and read right away. Frequently, the next textual statement will
comment on that verse. Reading verse and text in proper order will enhance
one’s understanding of the verse. Direct quotes from Scripture will be “bold
italicized and contained in quotation marks” and, unless otherwise noted,
will be from the King James Bible. When the reference is in parenthetical
non-bold (Genesis 1:1) it is to provide the Scriptural basis for the statement if
confirmation is desired. References in blue Genesis 1:1 will be listed in the
lesson section entitled FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER STUDY is the “homework™ section. Its purpose is to encourage
Bible study at home. The referenced verses have a short summation to assist
the student desiring more knowledge about a subject to find what they are
looking for.

The DISCUSSION QUESTIONS section is primarily for classroom use.
Open discussion with the exchange of ideas produces growth for all involved.
Most of the time the answer is contained in the referenced Scripture but
sometimes the question is offered for open discussion. Even in private Bible
study, analysis of the question and the search for its answer can be rewarding.

This work is offered to anyone with a desire to better understand God’s Word.
It is our hope and prayer that the person studying these lessons will come away
with a better understanding of God’s will and a closer walk with our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

With Loving Concern for all those seeking God’s Message
The Church of God Rocky Mount
Rocky Mount, Virginia




“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again,

he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

mean to you
Jesus came preaching the

of God. It was not under-

stood then, and it is still

not understood. He taught
we must be born again --
born of the spirit to enter
the Kingdom of God.

So often today, we hear
someone say, “I’ve been
born again” or someone is
a born again Christian.
They usually mean that
they have accepted Christ
as Savior or been convert-
ed. This is not “Born
Again.” When we believe,

repent, are baptized, and
have hands laid on us to

| receive the Holy Spirit,
' we are given a portion of

God’s Holy Spirit, we are
“begotten of God” -- not

| yet born.
message of the Kingdom -

Being begotten of God is
similar to the physical
birth. When a husband
and wife come together in
love, a new life 1s sparked
inside the mothers womb.
That spark of life has
never existed before. As
the child develops in the
mothers womb it is pro-
tected from the evils on the
outside. The mother will
do everything in her power
to nurture this potential
human child. No smok-
ing, no alcohol, no drugs,



the mother knows what’s
inside her is precious. At
the end of nine months, the
child is ready to be deliv-
ered, ready to be born into
the world, in the image and
character of the mother and
father. What began as only
a spark of life, now carries
the image of the parents.

The spiritual birth has also
many similarities. When a
person is baptized and re-
ceives the Holy Spirit of
God, a new life is sparked
inside the mind and heart
of a human being. A very
part of God is received,
and the potential to be-
come a new creature in
Christ now exists. Never
has this spark of life ex-
isted before. As this new
creature in Christ grows, it
too must be protected from

the evils of the world.
Much of this comes by a
conscious decision to avoid
evil. The new creature can
find a safe haven and pro-
tection in the church. God
will do everything in His
power to nurture this new
creature in Christ but not at
the expense of usurping
our own will. At the return
of Christ, either by a resur-
rection from the dead or by
instant change, the new
creature in Christ is ready
to be born as a child of
God. No longer flesh and




blood but composed of
spirit. If we remain faithful
and grow in the Spirit, we
can be born again when we
become Spirit at the resur-
rection of the dead.

Nicodemus came to see
Jesus and asked Him
questions (John 3: 1-6).
Nicodemus and some of
the Jews knew that Jesus
had come from God. He
may have suspected that
Jesus was the Messiah and
he may have thought Jesus
was going to set up His
Kingdom soon. Jesus ex-
plained to him that he who
1s born of the flesh 1s flesh,
and he who is born of the
spirit is spirit. When one is
born of the spirit, he will
be spirit -- no longer flesh.
Until the resurrection at
Christ’s coming, we can-

not be changed to spirit.

Jesus was the first to be
born again. He is the first
born of every creature --
the first born from the dead
(Colossians 1: 14-18).
While flesh and blood, we
cannot inherit the
Kingdom, for flesh and
blood cannot do so
(I Corinthians 15: 48-50).

We cannot see, enter into
or inherit the Kingdom of
God -- we cannot be “Born
Again” -- until the resur-
rection at Christ’s coming.




Discussion Questions:

1. What is the difference in meaning of the phrase “born again”
as used by Jesus in John 3:3 and as used by Peter in 1 Peter
1:23?

John 3:3 - gennao anothen,* I Peter 1:23 - anagennao*®

2. Can you see the analogy between: [receiving the Holy Spirit]
[living the Christian life] and [being resurrected] with
[conception] [the nine month gestation] and [birth in this life]?




FURTHER STUDY:

*gennao to procreate; rendered in KJV as: conceive, make,
be born, be delivered of.

*anothen (an'-o-then) by implication: anew; rendered in
KJV as: again.

*anagennao (an-ag-en-nah'-o) to beget.

John 4:24 God is a Spirit.

Philippians 3:21 God shall change our body so that it will
be like His.

1 John 3:2 For now are we the sons of God but when He
appears we shall be like Him.
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